Two hundred and seventeen species of birds belonging to 48 families were recorded in the three year study at the Gudavi sanctuary, Sorab, Shimoga district, Karnataka. Most of the families were represented by less than thirteen species except for Muscicapidae (35 species). These include 160 residents, 46 resident migratory and 11 migratory birds. 54 species of water dependent birds were recorded from the wetlands of the sanctuary. Among the birds recorded in this study, about 45.62% are insectivores and other dominating types include piscivores (12.44%), omnivores (11.98%), frugivores (9.67%), grainivores (8.75%), carnivores (7.83%) and nectarivores (3.68%) respectively.
Introduction
The birds have always fascinated man for their exquisite colouration. They have their functional role in the ecosystem as potential pollinators and scavengers, indeed rightly called bioindicators. India being a megadiversity centre, harbours more than 1200 species of birds which amounts to 13% of the bird species of the world (Ali and Ripley, 1983) . Recently with the increased consciousness for biodiversity census and monitoring, many new species were added to the list.
The present study is focused not only on preparing the checklist of birds, but also to find out their occurrence status as well as to create awareness for their conservation. In addition, the study aims at providing the basic information of the avifauna for further studies related to biodiversity of wildlife sanctuary. This is the only the large birds area in Shimoga district, where more than 12,000 wetland birds congregate every year. Hence detailed study on avifauna of Gudavi bird sanctuary (GBS) is undertaken.
Methodology

Study area
Gudavi bird sanctuary is one of the five bird sanctuaries of Karnataka, with notification, AHFF-262-fwl 86 on 10:07:1989 ( Figure 1 ). It is located at 13 km away from Sorab city and 0.5 km away from Gudavi village. This sanctuary occupies the water-spread area of about 33 ha, in rainy season, out of the total 73.68 ha. Remaining area is moist deciduous forest interspread with grassy patches. The sanctuary lies between Lat.14 o 25'59"-14 
Vegetation
The area surrounding the wetland is covered with dense moist deciduous forest, and due to intensive protection efforts by the Forest Department, the area has maintained greenery.
Apart from this, Gudavi sanctuary embodies diversified vegetation that favors the migratory birds to take shelter and provides the space to construct their nests for breeding. The vegetation water spread area of GBS comprised of marshy plants and microphytes. The trees and shrubs partially submerged and provide suitable nesting sites for birds. These nesting sites also provide the highest security from the predators.
Methods
The checklist of birds at the sanctuary was made by sighting the birds with 8 Χ 50 binoculars. Appropriate field guides (Ali, 1996; Sonobe and Usui, 1993) were used for the purpose. Based on regularly updated checklist the detailed census of birds was conducted by direct count method (Colin et al., 1993) . The study was conducted at monthly intervals from 2001 to 2003 by scanning the sanctuary by walking. The morning hours, 0630 to 1000 am and evening 0330 to 0700pm, were utilized for the purpose. The monthly totals of individual species and the total population was enumerated from three vantage points on the countour of each pond.
Results and discussion
The present study on the diversity of birds inhabiting the Vaddekere and Gudavi pond suggests that the physico-chemical and biological parameters of their habitat are the major regulating forces of their population density (Dayananda, 2005) . The avifauna of GBS belonged to 16 orders. Out of these members of Ciconiformes, Paliconiformes and Passeriformes contributed maximum to the avifauna of the ponds throughout the year. The members of order Anseriformes and Charadriformes are migratory species who utilize the ponds for foraging during winter months. However, the local migrants are widespread throughout the year and to adjacent wetlands, moving to and fro utilizing the best resources available to them. Raghunatha et al. (1992) recorded 191 bird species during his preliminary report. Presently the total number of species recorded in this sanctuary is 218.
The checklist of birds sighted at the sanctuary during the three-year study, the residential status and abundance is provided in Table 1 . Of the 218 species of birds sighted at the sanctuary, a large number of terrestrial birds (163 species) constituted 75.11% whereas 24.88% was constituted by a relatively small number of aquatic birds consisting of 54 species. In terms of species strength of families represented Muscicapidae was the largest with 35 species. In the present study, the bird species are classified into six groups based on their food preference. Among these bird species, 99 were Insectivorous, 27 piscivorous, 26 omnivorous, 21 frugivorous, 20 grainivorous, 17 carnivorous and 8 nectarivorous birds respectively. Pittie and Robertson (1993) , Ali and Ripley (1983) and Ali (1996) ; Common and scientific names by Manakadan and P ittie (2001) and Abundance Status by Kumar et al. (2003) . 
